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Why Is It So Hard To Find Peace?

Exodus 2:23-25 “The Israelites groaned in their slavery

and cried out, and their cry for help because of their

slavery went up to God. 24 God heard their groaning and he remem-
bered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac and with Jacob. 25 So
God looked on the Israelites and was concerned about them.”

Exodus 3:7-9 “The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the

misery of my people in Egypt. | have heard them crying out because of
their slave drivers, and | am concerned about their suffering. 8 So |
have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to
bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land
flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amo-
rites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israel-
ites has reached me, and | have seen the way the Egyptians are op-
pressing them.”

To Cry =

To See/To Know = -

Luke 4:17-19 “And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was

given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was
written, 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed
me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim lib-
erty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
those who are oppressed, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Jeremiah 29:4-7 “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, to all
the exiles whom | have sent into exile from

Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; plant gardens
and eat their produce. 6 Take wives and have sons and daughters; take
wives for your sons, and give your daughters in marriage, that they may
bear sons and daughters; multiply there, and do not decrease.7 But
seek the peace of the city where | have sent you into exile, and pray to
the LORD on its behalf, for in its peace you will find your peace.”



Flourishing on every level =

Exodus 3:9-12 “And now, behold, the cry of the Israelites

has come to me, and | have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing
them.10 So now, go. | am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people
the Israelites out of Egypt.”

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am | that | should go to

Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 12 And God said, “I will
be with you.”

The people of God find peace
when they pursue it for

“‘Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called chil-
dren of God.”

Luke 9:24-25 “For whoever wants to save their life will lose
it, but whoever loses their life for me will save it. 25 What good is it for
someone to gain the whole world, and yet lose their very self?”

My Action Items:



