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“What role do I play in this story, turning
this world right side up?

Acts 3:1-2 “Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 2 And a
man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the
Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple.”

Acts 3:3-8 “Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. * And Peter
directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” ®> And he fixed his attention on them,
expecting to receive something from them. 8 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what | do have
I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” ” And he took him by the right
hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. & And leaping up, he stood
and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.”

Acts 3:9-11 “And all the people saw him walking and praising God, ‘°and recognized him as the one who
sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement
at what had happened to him. * While he clung to Peter and John, all the people, utterly astounded, ran
together to them in the portico called Solomon's.”

Acts 4:1-4 “And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 2 And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next day,
for it was already evening. 4 But many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the
men came to about five thousand.”

Acts 4:5-12 “On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered together in Jerusalem,
6with Annias the high priest and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of the high-
priestly family. 7 And when they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by
what name did you do this?” & Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the
people and elders, °if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man,
by what means this man has been healed, *° let it be known to all of you and to all the people of
Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the
dead—Dby him this man is standing before you well. ** This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by
you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. 1> And there is salvation in no one else, for
there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 4:13 “Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated,
common men, they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus.”

Acts 4:14-20 “But seeing the man who was healed standing beside them, they had nothing to say in
opposition. 1> But when they had commanded them to leave the council, they conferred with one another,
18 saying, “What shall we do with these men? For that a notable sign has been performed through them is
evident to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 7 But in order that it may spread no
further among the people, let us warn them to speak no more to anyone in this name.” 8 So they called
them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. *° But Peter and John answered
them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge, % for we
cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.”



Acts 4:21 “And when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to punish them,
because of the people, for all were praising God for what had happened.”
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Acts 4:1-2 “And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and the
Sadducees came upon them, 2 greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in
Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”

Who are in the story?

LOOK IN:
1. What did the beggar in this story ask for? What does Peter do for him instead?
2. What does Peter accuse the crowd of doing?
e How does he say God used their actions?
e What does he call them to do in response?
3. How do people (the man, the crowds, the religious leaders, Peter) respond to the man’s healing? What
motivates them to respond the way they do?



