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Acts 11:1-3 “Now the apostles and the believers who were throughout Judea heard that the
Gentiles also had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the
circumcision believers criticized him, saying, 2 “You went into the houses of uncircumcised men
and ate with them.”

PRIEST: Someone who represents God to the people.

Acts 11:4-11 “Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: °“l was in the city of
Joppa praying, and in a trance | saw a vision. | saw something like a large sheet being let
down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where | was. © 1 looked into it and
saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. “ Then | heard a voice
telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.”® “| replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure or unclean
has ever entered my mouth.’”® “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do not call
anything impure that God has made clean.’ 1° This happened three times, and then it was all
pulled up to heaven again.!! “Right then three men who had been sent to me from Caesarea
stopped at the house where | was staying. *?> The Spirit told me to have no hesitation about
going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the man’s house.

13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa for
Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you and all your
household will be saved.*®“As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had
come on us at the beginning. 16 Then | remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 1’ So if God gave them the same gift
He gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to think that | could stand in
God’s way?”

Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.”

Matthew 10:1-4 “Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out
impure spirits and to heal every disease and sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve
apostles: first, Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee,
and his brother John; 2 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; * Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed him.

Matthew 10:34 “Do not suppose that | have come to bring peace to the earth. | did not come to
bring peace, but a sword.”

“Biblical Orthodoxy without compassion is surely the ugliest thing in the world.” Francis
Schaefer



Acts 11:18 “When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.”

James 1:19-21 “My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 2° because human anger does not produce
the righteousness that God desires. Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so
prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.”

Romans 14:19 “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual
edification.”

Eph 4:3 “Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

Heb 12:14 “Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no
one will see the Lord.”

2 Peter 1:5-11 “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who through the
righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ have received a faith as precious as ours:

2 Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our
Lord. 2 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our
knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness. # Through these he has given
us his very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.® For this very
reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge;  and to
knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness;
"and to godliness, mutual affection; and to mutual affection, love. & For if you possess these
gualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. ® But whoever does not have them is nearsighted
and blind, forgetting that they have been cleansed from their past sins.1° Therefore, my
brothers and sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and election. For if you do these
things, you will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

LOOK IN:
1. What are some “new” things that you’ve seen God do in your life? How has he shown you
that he’s working in your life?

2. How has God prepared you for new things He was going to do?
3. Have you ever experienced a shift from being skeptical of something to embracing it? What

caused your change of heart? How does this experience help you to relate to those who are
skeptical of change or something outside of their normal experience?



