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The Lord's hand was with them (Acts 11:19-30)

Pastor Tim Brisson

Psalm 91

1 The one who lives under the
protection of the Most High dwells in the
shadow of the Almighty.

2 | will say concerning the LORD,
who is my refuge and my fortress, my God in
whom | trust:

3 He himself will rescue you from the
bird trap, from the destructive plague.

4 He will cover you with his feathers;
you will take refuge under his wings. His
faithfulness will be a protective shield.

5 You will not fear the terror of the
night, the arrow that flies by day,

6 the plague that stalks in darkness,
or the pestilence that ravages at noon.

7 Though a thousand fall at your side
and ten thousand at your right hand, the
pestilence will not reach you.

8 You will only see it with your eyes
and witness the punishment of the wicked.

9 Because you have made the LORD
-- my refuge, the Most High -- your dwelling

place,

10 no harm will come to you; no
plague will come near your tent.

11 For he will give his angels orders
concerning you, to protect you in all your
ways.

12 They will support you with their
hands so that you will not strike your foot
against a stone.

13 You will tread on the lion and the
cobra; you will trample the young lion and
the serpent.

14 Because he has his heart set on
me, | will deliver him; | will protect him
because he knows my name.

15 When he calls out to me, I will
answer him; | will be with him in trouble. | will
rescue him and give him honor.

16 | will satisfy him with a long life
and show him my salvation.

(Psa 91:1-16 CSB)
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THE CHURCH IN ANTIOCH

19 Now those who had been scattered as a result of the persecution that started
because of Stephen made their way as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the
word to no one except Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men from Cyprus and Cyrene,
who came to Antioch and began speaking to the Greeks also, proclaiming the good news about
the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord's hand was with them, and a large number who believed turned to
the Lord. 22 News about them reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent out Barnabas to
travel as far as Antioch. 23 When he arrived and saw the grace of God, he was glad and
encouraged all of them to remain true to the Lord with devoted hearts, 24 for he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And large numbers of people were added to the Lord.

25 Then he went to Tarsus to search for Saul, 26 and when he found him he brought
him to Antioch. For a whole year they met with the church and taught large numbers. The
disciples were first called Christians at Antioch. (Act 11:19-26 CSB)

FAMINE RELIEF

27 In those days some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of
them, named Agabus, stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a severe famine
throughout the Roman world. This took place during the reign of Claudius. 29 Each of the
disciples, according to his ability, determined to send relief to the brothers and sisters who lived
in Judea. 30 They did this, sending it to the elders by means of Barnabas and Saul. (Act
11:27-30 CSB)

THREE LESSONS FROM ANTIOCH

* Barnabas is you, me, and the church as a whole — be Barnabas.

« The church must remain teachable and continued to be discipled - continuously.

« The church is responsible for the well-being of itself, wherever and whoever itself is.
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